Bhitarakanika Wildlife Sancisiapproachable through Chandbali
via Bhadrak and Rajnagar via Patamundai, Cuttack and
Bhubaneswddangmal is the entry point.

Air ... The nearest airport is at Bhubaneswar having links with
Delhi, Kolkatajsekhapatnam, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Nagpur and Chennai.

Rail ... Nearest railheads are at Bhadrak, Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar

Road ... Bhubaneswar to Rajnagar 130 km.
Bhubaneswar to Chandbali 190 km.
Cuttack to Rajnagar 110 km.
Bhadrak to Chandbali 55 km.
Rajnagar to Gupti 25 km.

(Good motorable roads and bus services are available
to all above locations)

Journey by Power Boat:

Rajnagar to Dangmal 3 hrs.
Gupti to Dangmal 1.5 hrs.
Gupti to Ekakula

(on Gahiramatha Coast) 3 hrs.
Dangmal to Ekakula 4 hrs.
Chandbali to Dangmal 3 hrs.

Chandbali to Kalibhanjadian 2 hrs.

Sandhan Foundation acts as a centitealso strives to promoteative

for media documentation; medimanagement and sustainable use of
education; studies and research; andtural resources, conservation of the
serves as a media archives on gecolobiodiversity through a participatory

archeology and heritage. Its focus psocess of development augmented by
on environmentally sound sustainalgjecater access to information and

development processes. knowledge.

The foundation promotes awarene$te foundation promotes all forms of
on developmental media documemass communication in order to
tation on ecologgnvironment, enhance the understanding within the
land degradation, drought androad framework of social, cultural,
desertification, renewable energy ardonomic, and environmental

sustainable economic growth. development.

TheThin Framework
docufeaturé 16 mm Eastman Coldr58 minutes
copies available in 35 mm/16 mm/Betacam SP/U-matic Hi Band and Low Band/VHS

Adocufeature in 16 mm eastman @iofiat min 47 sec, depicts Mangrove Ecosystem of

Bhitarakanika, on the east-coast of Orissa, which harbours the largest known rookery of
endangered Olive RidleyTaetdes in the world.

For more information please contact:
Sandhan Foundation
K-7/141, Kalinga Na@®: Ghatikia,
Bhubaneswar 751 002, Orissa, India.
Tel: 91-674-2360699 Cell: 9338204212
E-mail: ccrc@sandhanfoundation.info

Connecting Community with Knowledge



The resilient mangroves in Bhitarakanika serve the
protective functions to a greater extent. It protects the
hinterland against cyclonic storms during cyclones,
super cyclones, tidal surges and other natural
catastrophes acting as an effective shelter belt. In the
unprecedented super cyclone of October 1999 in Orissa,
the mangroves has withstood the onslaught of cyclonic
wind and saved the life and property of millions of people.

Mangrove wetlands perform a variety of productive as
well as protective functions. This mangrove wetland in
particular is a repository of biological diversity in terms
of flora and fauna.

This ecosystem harbors the largest number of saltwater
crocodile population in the Indian subcontinent. Other
reptilian fauna include Monitor lizard, Indian python, King
cobra and varieties of other snake species. It also harbors
a number of endangered animals like Fishing cat,
Leopard cat, Dolphins and Porpoises.

Bhitarakanika famous Gahiramatha coast finds a
prominent place in the turtle map of the world because
of the distinction of having one of warlidrgest nesting
and breeding congregation of Olive Ridley Setes.

Mangrove wetlands including mudflats provide ideal
feeding, perching and nesting facilities to a variety of
resident and migratory waterfowl.

In a bid to conserve the complex and fragile mangrove
ecosystem and the endangered flora, fauna associated
with it, the Government of Orissa, vide notification No.
6958/F&H dated 22.4.1975, constituted the ex-zamindary
forests of Kanika Raja as a Sanctuary -- the Bhitarakanika
Wildlife SanctuarySubsequentjyin 1998, the core area

of Bhitarakanika Wlife Sanctuarycomprising of 145

sg. km., was declared as a National Park, vide notification
No0.19686/F&E dated 16.9.98 because of its ecological,
faunal, floral, geo-morphological and zoological
association and importance and for the purpose of
protecting.

Located in the District of Kendrapara, between longitudes

860.30' to 870.06' (East) and latitudes 200.30' to 200.50'

(North), Bhitarakanika Sanctuary spreads over an area
of 672.00 sqg. km., including the National Park area of
145.00 sq. km.

Bhitarakanika Ecosystem

Mangrove wetland encompasses a host of ecosyatestsiarine/

brackish water ecosystem, riverine ecosystem, forest ecosystem, etc. Each
such ecosystem supports food chains within it to maintain the balance of
nature.

Mangroves have been considered as “land builders”. It is believed that the
roots of mangroves secrete a substance, which modifies the coarse particles
into fine ones and help in soil formation. The tangles of stilt roots also help in
sedimentation of particulate mid&arork of mangrove roots provide firm
anchorage to the banks of tidal rivers, creeks and also the coastline. It
effectively arrests river bank and coastal erosion and ultimately helps in
controlling flood damages. It also exercises a moderating influence on the
cyclonic wind and storm surges. In the past, serve cyclones and tidal surges
of the coastal Kendrapara district; particularly the Rajnagar area, is known
to have beenfeftively controlled due to the presence of thick mangrove
vegetation in the zone of Bhitarakanika and the adjoining Mahanadi deltaic
area.

Functions of the Ecosystem

Mangrove areas support a range of interconnected food webs, which directly
sustain the fisheries. Algae and detritus sustain shrimps and prawns, which
provide a food source for species such as Bhekti (Lates sp.) Cat fishes, etc.
Fish and prawns spend most of their adult life at sea and return to the
mangrove areas and vice versa to spawn. Some of the commercially
important fishes are llisha (Hilisa illisha), Khainga (Mullet sp.), Bhekti (Lates
calcarifer), Kantia (Mustus gulia), Kokill (Anchovella sp.), etc. Prawns such
as Penaeus indictigier prawn (Penaeus monodon), Metapefiaisus af

and Crabs, mainly the Mud crabs (Scylla serrata) are exploited in large
numbers by the fishermen both in the breeding and non-breeding seasons.
Mud skippers, a typical fish reside around and in mangroves. These fishes
are able to survive short periods of aerial exposure, skip around on the
water and mud and build chimney like burrows.

Vulnerability

Ecologicaliherability is due to large scale encroachments, current living
styles and dependence of people on Bhitarakanika. Although there are known
pollution causing Industries around Bhitarakanika whiébctodd af
ecological soundness, use of chemicals and pesticides in agricultural fields
and dfuents coming from large number of prawn gherries has some impact
on the wildlife depending on the aquatic habitat.

Socio-eco-cultural values

Bhitarakanika mangrove wetland is one of the most productive ecosystems.
It adds to the coastal fishery production. The rivers and creeks in the wetland
are a major source of variety of indigenous fish. The sheltered waters of
mangroves provide nursery ground for commercially harvested prawns and
shrimps. Several fish species come to the estuary for breeding. Fishing is
the mainstay of the villagers those who do not have any landed property
addition, the local people depend on the mangrove vegetation for collection
of honeywax and medicinal plalatsund 50 quintal of honey is available

per year in Bhitarakanika forests.

The wetland has a good number of ancient monuments like palace of
ex-zamindaBhiva temple inside Bhitarakanika forest block, Jagannath
temple at Righagarh and Keradagarh, Panchubarahi goddess temple at
Satabhaya and others such small temples which are culturally significant to
the inhabitants.

A Living Laboratory

Bhitarakanika is a living laboratory for Scientists to conduct studies on
biodiversity and human values. Scientific research on the endangered
Saltwater Crocodiles and Olive Ridl@yr8es over past three decades

have yielded much scientific data on the species and its habitat. Much study
need to be done on the flora and fauna which are still remained unexplored.
The wetland is endowed with a variety of habitats and microhabitats to
shelter wide ranging aquatic, terrestrial and avifauna.

The saltwater crocodile “rear and rehabilitation” operation is a success story
in Bhitarakanika and the crocodile population in the Bhitarakanika river
system has been gradually built up.



